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MUSICMAKER’S INTRODUCES LINE OF INSTRUMENT KITS FOR KIDS

STILLWATER, MN — If your child is begging for a guitar this Christmas but you think it’s not in Santa’s budget, think again.

Your budding musician can make his own instrument from a kit that costs less than the price of a video game and have it completed in time to play tunes at Christmas dinner.
Musicmaker’s Kits of Stillwater announces its newest product line, Instrument Kits for Kids, which features six musical instruments that children can build on their own.
“We’ve wanted to produce kits for children for years,” says Jerry Brown, owner of the 25-year-old company.  “Kids learn by doing.”  The new products were developed and field-tested with the help of music educators.
The kids’ kit concept is deceptively simple: each instrument is comprised of a stringboard attached to a resonating chamber.  But it took Brown’s team months of experimentation and revision to configure all the components to be inexpensive, simple to assemble, and musically sound.  The resulting kits include all prepared parts necessary to construct an instrument that really works.  Each package even comes with an instructional songbook so that young makers can begin playing as soon as the glue dries.
Step-by-step instructions were designed with teachers and homeschoolers in mind.  “A project like this is inter-disciplinary,” says Brown, a lifelong musician and do-it-yourselfer.  “Building a musical instrument can span the fields of music, art, woodworking, science, math, history, culture, and more.” Musicmaker’s offers a bulk rate to teachers, parents and schools who order kits in quantity. The projects are aimed at children ages 9 and up.
Educators say building a musical instrument engages kids in more than one sensory learning experience. “You can’t beat these kits for appealing to students who have different learning styles -- especially tactile learners,” says Laurel Benedict, music teacher with the Minnesota Public Schools.  “It’s a fantastic process with a great reward at the end.”

Construction takes about 3-4 hours, and the project can be easily divided into separate one-hour segments.  But whether an instrument is built in one sitting or over several days, young makers come away with a wonderful sense of accomplishment. 

“When I was done, I was surprised that it sounded just like a real guitar,” said middle-schooler Nathan Schouvieller of Oakdale.  

Instrument Kits for Kids are available for rock guitar, folk guitar, banjo, ukulele, mandolin and mountain dulcimer.  Find out more by contacting Musicmaker’s Kits at (651) 439-9120 (local), (800) 432-5487 (toll free) or on the web at www.musikit.com.
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