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TELECOM CONSULTING GROUP 
TO BUILD CRITICALLY-NEEDED TOWER IN NORTHERN CALVERT

 

OWINGS, MD — Telecom Consulting Group, Inc. (TCG) of Owings, MD announces the construction of a low-visibility monopole cellular tower on Route 261 in northern Calvert County.  The Board of Appeals recently approved the construction plan.  The tower is scheduled for completion in summer 2004.

Radio frequency engineering studies in 2003 confirmed the critical need for a cellular tower along the corridor, where the current absence of analog and digital signals limits telecommunications use.

For consistent reception, towers are typically spaced between 2 and 3.5 miles apart.  The stretch along Route 261 from the town of Chesapeake Beach to Plum Point Road is more than 4 miles long, creating reception difficulties. Peaks and valleys of the local terrain contribute to the problem.

“It happens to me all the time,” said TCG Chief Executive Officer, Mark Fisher, an Owings resident.  “I’ll be driving along Route 261 and my cell phone call breaks up at the bottom of a hill.  I’ve often wondered what a motorist would do along that corridor in an emergency – if he were unable to get a signal to dial 911.  Finally, after thinking about it, I realized that I was in a position to do something about this for our community.”

The designated site is significant in that it will be the first in Calvert County to be built on property enrolled in the Agricultural Land Preservation Program – acreage that is generally restricted to farming and forestry use.  TCG successfully lobbied for the zoning change.  Now, preserved-property landowners can take advantage of long-term lease arrangements (such as the agreement with TCG) to generate additional income from their properties.

The zoning change also reduces the impact of tower construction on the community.  Under the new code, sites can now be placed inconspicuously on preserved properties rather than on main thoroughfares.

The monopole tower to be built at the northern Calvert location is designed to accommodate all existing telecommunications companies and their services — including PCS, cellular, mobile radio, wireless and high-speed data — yet is among the most unobtrusive of all cellular structures.  Its service range will extend 7 miles or more into the Chesapeake Bay to boaters with cellular and broadband devices.  

Established in 1995, Telecom Consulting Group, Inc. is one of 100+ private cellular tower companies nationwide, and is one of the largest independent tower owners in the mid-Atlantic.  The company builds, owns and manages towers in Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia.

“I’m thrilled that we are able to construct this tower for the residents of Calvert County,” said Fisher.  “This is an extremely important site.”
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